
A school for the deaf in California

There are two schools for the deaf in California: Fremont
and Riverside. This is Riverside.

We really should start teaching children at the age of 18
months. But we aren’t able to do that. There’s a school nearby
with a special program for very young children. It’s important
to start early. The earlier we start, the earlier they can learn
to read and write.

We have a big school with 500 pupils. I’m really proud of it.
We offer good services here. A good school is important to
kids. We have good sports facilities here. Many of our former
students go on to college so of course I’m proud of our school.

Many schools for the deaf have closed. Much deaf culture
has been lost. Deaf students have an important heritage to
pass on to others. They can play sports and get involved in
many different ways. It’s hard to explain how important this
is, but if kids lose these opportunities, they will lose their
deaf identity. We haven’t had to close schools in California.
Well, once it was close. The number of pupils was cut by
250 children. We weren’t sure what to do, but we marketed
our services to parents which gave results, so we brought the
number of pupils back to 500 again.

I’m not worried that the school will close. The number of
students won’t decrease, in fact, it has grown from 345 to
500 in recent years. Many come from integrated schools and
didn’t like it and have enrolled here instead. They may have
liked the curriculum but had no one to be with after school.
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Here, social life is important and they have lots of ways to get
involved.

After each school day, they go to their dormitory for lots of
activities. They can play basketball, volleyball, go swimming,
all kinds of things. I’m not afraid of the school closing.

I believe it’s best for children to start out at a school for the
hearing so that they’re not far from home. When they’re older
they can start here. Then they can commute. We tell the parents
we have a complete school. We have a psychologist, speech
training and athletics. We have just about everything. I also
think it’s cheaper to go here than to an integrated school
because a deaf student has the right to an interpreter who
must then be hired. The deaf also need certain equipment,
such as hearing aids. So I think it’s cheaper to go here.
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