
 
 

 
 

Hällsboskolan 
– for pupils with serious language impairments 

”When our kid started attending the special school, for the frst time our kid 
got a context and came home telling us about things that had happened 
during the school day. I noticed that our kid made friends and developed a 
higher self-esteem.” 

– Parent of a pupil 
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About Hällsboskolan 
Everyone has the right to an equal education.  To achieve this,  
schools need to have competence.  The Swedish National Agency  
for Special Needs Education and Schools runs three special  
schools on behalf of the State for pupils with serious language  
impairments from pre-school class to year 10.  We have one Hälls-
boskolan in Umeå and two in Stockholm, at Kungsholmen and  
Mälarhöjden.  We accept pupils from all over the country. 

At Hällsboskolan we work with language and communication  
in different ways.  The aim is that our pupils shall be given the con-
ditions to achieve the knowledge goals, to be involved and active  
in different social contexts and to develop as 
individuals. We offer youth recreation centres  
for pupils up to and including the spring term  
in which the pupil reaches the age of 13.  
We assume responsibility for the pupils’
daily travel to and from school and for  
residential accomodation and weekend 
trips home for pupils who live too far  
from the school to be able to make  
the trip on a daily basis. 
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At our schools we offer: 
• teaching in an accessible learning environment based on each 

pupil’s individual needs 
• classes are based on several factors: conditions for learning, 

study, security and well-being 
• language development and language support in all situations 

during the school day 
• high staff-to-pupil ratio and small classes 
• support from special needs teachers and speech therapists, 

individually or in groups 
• competence in the use of digital aids and tools for our pupils 
• student health team consisting of staff with different profes-

sions and competences. 

About Hällsboskolan Kungsholmen 

The school is in Stockholm with good communications nearby. 
The school has tuition for pupils from year 2 to year 10. 
Find out more about Hällsboskolan Kungsholmen at 
www.spsm.se/hallsboskolan-kungsholmen 

About Hällsboskolan Mälarhöjden 

The school is in a quiet residential area in Mälarhöjden. The 
school works every day with music and movement to promote 
phonological development in pupils and to create an enjoyable 
environment for learning. The school has tuition for pupils from 
pre-school class to year 2. 
Find out more about Hällsboskolan Mälarhöjden at 
www.spsm.se/hallsboskolan-malarhojden 

About Hällsboskolan Umeå 

The school is in Umedalen in a beautiful natural setting with a 
number of other schools. We have pupils from pre-school class to 
year 10. 
Find out more about Hällsboskolan Umeå at 
www.spsm.se/hallsboskolan-umea 

http://www.spsm.se/hallsboskolan-kungsholmen 
http:// www.spsm.se/hallsboskolan-malarhojden   
http://www.spsm.se/hallsboskolan-umea  
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Unique language-adapted environment 

Hällsboskolan offers a unique learning environment with a 
focus on language. The learning environment is adapted to meet 
the pupils’ individual needs. Pupils spend ten years at our schools, 
so they have an extra year to achieve the knowledge requirement 
goals. We use varied teaching methods with an adapted educa-
tional approach based on the pupils’ needs and situation. 

Our staff have broad experience and special knowledge of 
and competence in tuition to develop and support language. In 
our teaching we use digital aids and tools that are useful for our 
pupils. We have special needs teachers and speech therapists who 
work closely with pupils and sometimes with individual pupils. 
The aim is to create good conditions for learning and for each 
pupil to feel involved and be able to develop their ability to com-
municate and their language together with others. 

Language and communication form an important element of 
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work with the pupils’ language development. The focus is always 
on language, whether in lessons, with the speech therapist, in con-
versations in the dining room, during breaks or in the evening at 
the residential accomodation. Language is practised in a variety of 
ways within all school subjects. 

Our staff develop and support the pupils’ knowledge, commu-
nication and language development by, for example: 

• using visual support with the aid of images and signs to rein-
force the spoken language, i.e. augmentative and alternative 
communication (AAC) 

• giving clear attention signals 
• speaking clearly and adapting their talking speed, word selec-

tion and terms used 
• limiting words and sentence length 
• using a clear support structure for lesson plans. 

”Here I get to feel that I can, if I just try. It was diffcult to 
believe I could before.” 

– Pupil 
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Pupil and parent infuence 

We collaborate with pupils and guardians to develop the school. 
Guardians can become involved in both the school’s parents’ 
council and in the national parents’ council, which has one parent 
representative from each school. Pupils can infuence the school’s 
development by such means as class councils, pupil councils, 
leisure meetings and accomodation meetings. Our pupils must 
feel that they are important in the school’s activities, that they can 
express their opinions and that they have an infuence over their 
own learning. 

Youth recreation centre at Hällsboskolan 

Hällsboskolan’s youth recreation centre is aimed at the school’s 
pupils up to and including the spring term in which the pupil 
reaches the age of 13. All of our activities are in some way linked 
to working in a way that develops and supports language, and 
to providing opportunities to practise communication and social 
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interaction. Staff from the youth recreation centre also follow the 
pupils during the day by working in different classes. 

The opening hours at Hällsboskolan’s youth recreation centre 
are adapted to meet the pupils’ needs and the organisation’s acti-
vities. The youth recreation centre is funded by the pupils’ home 
muncipalities, and to apply for a place you as a guardian must 
make contact with the muncipality in question before submitting 
an application. 

Curriculum for special schools 

We follow the curriculum for special schools, which is largely the 
same as the curriculum for compulsory schools. Our pupils study 
according to the same course syllabuses as in compulsory schools. 
The difference is that our pupils at Hällsboskolan spend ten years 
studying at the special school, as the total teaching time for each 
pupil in special schools is about 1,200 hours more than in com-
pulsory schools. We structure teaching on the basis of each pupil’s 
language and individual situation in order to create opportunities 
for them to achieve the knowledge requirement goals. 
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Travel to and from school 

The school organises travel to and from school. Most younger 
pupils are provided with transport between the home and school. 
The older pupils mostly travel by public transport. You as a guar-
dian do not pay for these journeys. The school also organises all 
weekend travel for pupils who stay in the school’s residential acco-
modation during school weeks. 
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Do you live a long way from the school? 

We arrange residential accomodation during school weeks for 
pupils who live too far from the school to make the trip on a daily 
basis. Our accomodation offers a home-like environment. Each 
pupil has their own room and can personalise it with their own 
things, for example with pictures and curtains. We also organise 
various activities at the residential accomodation together with the 
pupils, taking into account each pupil’s interests and preferences. 
Pupils can also pursue their own interests in municipal associa-
tions. Parents pay for the child’s activities. All pupils travel home 
every weekend. There is more information about accomodation 
options on each school’s website. 
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How the application process works 

The target group for Hällsboskolan is pupils with serious lang-
uage impairments. As guardian, you apply for a place for your 
child at a special school. In your application you enclose various 
items of supporting documentation to confrm that your child has 
serious language impairments. The application form states which 
items of documentation you need to submit. Our website www. 
spsm.se/sokaskola has information about the application deadline, 
application form and other things you need to know about the 
application process. Once you have applied for a place at a special 
school, a committee will make a decision on whether your child 
will be admitted to the special school. You will receive written 
notifcation by letter. 

Does Hällsboskolan sound like a school for your 
child? 

You are very welcome to visit our schools when we have infor-
mation evenings for guardians, which we organise a few times 
each academic year. During the information evening we show 
you around the school environment, describe how we teach and 
provide information about activities at the school. Paying us a visit 
gives you a good idea whether the school is suitable for your child. 
If you are unable to attend any of our information evenings, please 
contact us and we will try to arrange a visit to suit both you and 
the school. There is information about when we hold information 
evenings on our schools’ websites. We look forward to seeing you! 

For more information, please feel free to contact the school. 
Call our switchboard on 010 473 50 00 or send an email to the rele-
vant school’s email address and we will book you in for a visit. 

Hällsboskolan Umeå: hallsboskolan.umea@spsm.se 

Hällsboskolan Mälarhöjden: marie.eriksson@spsm.se 

Hällsboskolan Kungsholmen: annely.tarning@spsm.se 
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About special schools 
The Swedish National Agency for Special Needs Education and Schools runs a number of 
special schools for pupils who need an alternative to compulsory school. Our special schools 
teach the same things as compulsory schools do, but in a way that is based on our pupils 
and their conditions for learning. Pupils attending our schools receive an accessible educa-
tion in a school environment on their terms, with an adapted learning environment, adapted 
learning tools and teachers with extensive experience and different competences. They can 
develop as far as possible here in terms of both language and knowledge. 

Regional schools 
Östervångsskolan, Vänerskolan, 
Birgittaskolan, Manillaskolan 
and Kristinaskolan. 
Pupils who are deaf or have impaired 
hearing. See map for catchment area 
of the schools. 

Ekeskolan 
Pupils with impaired vision and 
other disabilities. Accepts pupils 
from all over the country. 

Åsbackaskolan 
Pupils who are deaf or have 
impaired hearing combined with 
learning disabilities and pupils 
with deafblindness that is cong-
enital or was acquired at an 
early age.Accepts pupils from all 
over the country. 

Hällsboskolan 
Pupils with serious language 
impairments. Accepts pupils from 
all over the country. 

Find our more about our schools on our 
website: www.spsm.se/specialskola 
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