
It is second nature to most of us to com-
municate with others by speech and writ-
ing. It is a basic human right to be able 
to influence one’s life situation through 
communication. But in Sweden alone there 
are hundreds of people who lack speech 
or have difficulties in reading and writing, 
often in combination with physical disabil-
ities. For these, Bliss provides an alterna-
tive or complement to inadequate speech.
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What is Bliss? 

Bliss is a graphic language that employs symbols.

It is highly flexible and has grammatical potential 
which enables users to develop their use of  
language. 

Its system of basic symbols allows new concepts 
to be constructed and to expand the standardized 
Bliss vocabulary. 

Christoffer is a boy who communicates through Bliss.
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The basics of the Bliss system
Words are constructed by combinations of symbols rather than phonemes (letter sounds)
Bliss words can be: 

numbers

1 2 3

Ideographic – symbolizing an idea:

universal symbols:

Visually descriptive: 

mind protection

amountmedicine
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The basic symbols are significance-carriers and serve as the building blocks of a language of c. 4,500 words.

The Bliss system also contains a number of grammatical symbols, so-called operators, such as verbs, nouns 
and plural:

By combining different basic symbols a multitude of concepts can be created:

) (

think

) ( )

bilarsawseeingsee

It is possible to construct complete sentences in Bliss:

wave cars

I of you.
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This is how Bliss can be used!

Communication using maps.

Practise reading.

Send an email by iPhone.
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This is how Bliss can be used!

Sea chart from the Vasa Museum.

There are books written in Bliss.

The Vasa Museum in Stockholm has improved accessibility 
by providing sea charts and specialist terms in Bliss in its 
project All Onboard!

The Air Force Museum in Linköping has included Bliss symbols 
on its information brochure.
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Bliss was originally intended as a universal lan-
guage to facilitate international communica-
tion and promote peace. The Bliss symbols were 
developed by Charles Bliss towards the end of the 
1940s. He was inspired by written Chinese which 
caters for people with widely different spoken 
languages. In the 1970s Bliss was rediscovered by 
educationalists working at a rehabilitation centre 
in Canada. Today Bliss is used worldwide. 

The background to Bliss

How do I get hold of Bliss products 
from the National Agency for Special 
Needs Education and Schools (SPSM)? 

How do I get hold of Bliss products 
from other companies? 

Bliss is owned and administered by BCI - Blissym-
bolics Communication International. BCI is respon-
sible for developing the language and each year 
hundreds of new Bliss-words are created. 

Further information:
www.blissymbolics.org
www.dart-gbg.org
www.spsm.se

On www.blissonline.se you will find links 
to several companies who supply teaching 
materials in Bliss.

You can order them from our online shop at 
www.spsm.se.      

You can also order our teaching aids catalogue at 
www.spsm.se.  
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In BlissOnline you will find all authorized  
BCI (Blissymbolics Communication International) 
Bliss words for downloading. 

BlissOnline works on all computers. All that is 
needed is an Internet link. 

Bliss words are available for downloading in  
different formats enabling them to be used  
on different platforms. They can also be saved 
onto your hard drive. The Bliss data base has been 

constructed in collaboration with BCI in accord-
ance with its directives.  

Bliss words are searchable in the data base by 
word and grammatical affiliation. The search tools 
are in English and Swedish.  

Initially the c. 4500 basic words are being made 
available, but BlissOnline will continue to expand 
successively to facilitate user needs. 

How can I get access to Bliss?
Welcom to SPSM’s web service BlissOnline!

 



The National Agency for Special Needs Education and Schools 
Collective special needs support in Sweden. The National Agency for Special Needs Education and Schools coordinates the 

government’s support for special needs education. Our aim is to ensure that children, young people and adults with disabilities 

will be able to develop and receive an education based on equality, participation, accessibility and companionship. Our function 

is to offer support to school managements in matters relating to special needs education, promote access to teaching materials, 

run special needs schools and allocate government funding to pupils with disabilities in education and to education providers.  

Our overall aim is to help pupils fulfill their educational goals.
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